
- 1 - 

 

研究題目発表会          2014年 6月  26日 

 

Resettlement Planning in Post Indian Ocean Tsunami and Great East Japan Earthquake 

（インド洋大津波後，及び東日本大震災後の再定住計画の策定について） 

Department of International Resources Policy International Post Graduate Program in Human Security 

B4KD1014 Oscar Radyan Danar  

 

 

Introduction 

On 26
th

 December 2004, one of the biggest disasters in the world history occurred. The Indian Ocean 

Tsunami (IOT) caused by 9.3 magnitude earthquake, affected more than 15 countries. Indonesia was the most 

seriously affected country by this disaster. Around 127,720 people were killed, 93,285 were still missing, 

635,384 people were displaced and 135,195 houses were destroyed (BRR, 2012). Around six years later, 11
th
 

March, 2011, tsunami hits Japan. The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami (GEJE) caused by 9.0 

magnitude earthquake, which is the strongest ever recorded in Japan, inflicted 15,886 people were killed, 2,620 

were missing and 358,918 housing were damaged (National Police Agency, 2014). 

For both countries, restoring the livelihood of victims through resettlement became one of the important 

issues after tsunami disaster. Conceptually, resettlement is not merely restoring victim’s livelihood. If managed 

well, resettlement through relocation is one of the best ways to reduce future tsunami risk. However, resettlement 

and relocation in post tsunami disaster is a controversial issue. Generally, Indonesian government did not apply 

relocation policy in reconstruction process; while in Japan, relocation policy is an important process in 

reconstruction. In Indonesia, decision to live or to move a new location will be completely decided by the people 

concerned (GoI, 2005). In Japan, “projects promoting mass relocation for disaster prevention” is a basic 

guideline for reconstruction (Reconstruction Agency, 2011). This study focuses on resettlement processes after 

IOT in Indonesia and GEJE in Japan and its impact toward future tsunami risk. 

 

Purpose, Questions and Originality of Research 

The ultimate goal of this research is to explore the resettlement planning in post IOT in Indonesia and GEJE 

in Japan and analyzes its impact toward the risk of future tsunami disaster. Specifically it examines the following 

research questions: 

1. How is the resettlement planning formulation in post IOT in Indonesia and GEJE in Japan? 

2. How is the resettlement planning implementation in post IOT in Indonesia and GEJE in Japan? 

3. What is the impact of resettlement planning processes toward future tsunami risk? 

Developing a new and measureable risk assessment tool for tsunami prone settlements is the originality of 

this research. Furthermore, despite a lot of previous research about resettlement planning in the post IOT in 

Indonesia and resettlement planning in the post GEJE in Japan, comparative research regarding resettlement 

planning in both countries is never conducted before. 
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Previous Research 

Steinberg (2007) & BRR (2011) showed some problems in the post tsunami resettlement in Indonesia, such 

as: the vagueness of land ownership, unbuildable land due to permanently flooded, conflict of beneficiaries, cost 

escalation, construction materials and specifications and unplanned housing location. Yonekura (2014) analyzed 

two kinds of problems in the post tsunami resettlement after GEJE; during planning stage and implementation 

stage. During planning stage the main problem is how to reach consensus between government and disaster 

affected people including financial issues in group relocation projects. In implementation stage, several problems 

arise are: maintaining community, delay of land procurement and burden of victims and alternative means of 

resettlement. Murao & Isoyama (2012) identified that group relocation projects are not a new policy in 

resettlement after tsunami in Japan. The problem is how to keep relocated housing location, because usually the 

victims tend to return in coastal area after several years. 

 

Research Methodology 

This research will employ comparative case studies in Indonesia and Japan. The author will conduct field 

observations, in depth interviews, semi-structured interview and document analysis for collecting data. Finally 

the author will measure the resilience of resettled communities and tsunami-prone communities using self-

implemented methodology. 
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